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.of charging this inconsistency on Spinoza. Though he recedes more and more, as his treatise advances, from the stereotyped form of doctrinal language, and having given the key to his thought, clothes it more freely in his own terms, yet the older formulas are all along meant, I am persuaded, to carry his sense, and not their own; and their promise to the eye and ear rapidly vanishes under close cross-questioning. He does not really establish on his principle more than this: viz. that so long as there is being, there will be ideas ; so long as there are ideas^ there will be self-conscious understanding; i.e. knowledge is as imperishable as truth.
Turning to the 'Ethica,' let us now notice the parts of our nature which he surrenders to the fate of the body. To appreciate the value of his profession ' Non omnis moriar," we must press him to tell us how much is to be covered by the funeral pall, (i) Imagination vanishes in death; for it is through the affections of our body that we conceive the existence both of other bodies and of our own, and of their phenomena as actual: when the corporeal organism is gone, the apparition of actually existing things totally vanishes \ (2) Memory also is wiped out; for it is but the concatenation of images of things outside the body, retained through the affections of our own ; and when the retaining tablet is broken, the record is irrecoverably lost2. (3) Love towards God, the most constant of all affections, must nevertheless, so far as it is referred to the body, be destroyed with it3. What is meant by the qualifying clause, 'so far as it referred to the body ?' I suppose, * so far as it is a personal feeling-, belonging to a finite Ego? The word 'affection1 properly meant with Spinoza only a bodily change attended by feeling. In extending it afterwards to the 'intellectual love of God,* he did not intend to carry over into this application the
1 Eth. V. xxi.                  2 Ibid. V. xxi. with II. xviii. Schol.
3 Ibid. V. xx. Schol.: Concludere possumus hunc erga Deum amorem omnium affectuum esse constantissimum,nec, quaten&s ad porpus refertnr, posse destrui, nisi ciim ipso carport.